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the first part of the Minute, Lord Wellesley described
in grandiose language the duties of Indian civilians
under the new order of things, and pointed out that
these duties are "to dispense justice to millions of
people of various languages, manners, usages, and
religions; to administer a vast and complicated sys-
tem of revenue throughout districts equal in extent
to some of the most considerable kingdoms in Europe;
to maintain civil order in one of the most populous
and litigious regions of the world." He then dwelt
upon the necessary training for the effective fulfil-
ment of these duties, and upon the necessity for a
knowledge, not only of the " history, languages, cus-
toms, and manners of the people of India, with the
Muhammadan and Hindu codes of law and religion,"
but also of the general principles "of ethics, civil
jurisprudence, the laws of nations, and general his-
tory." But knowledge, he went on, was not the only
requirement for a European official in Asia. Moral
training was necessary to maintain the standard of
uprightness, industry, and self-discipline, upon which
alone the respect of Asiatics for European authority
is based. In the second part of his Minute, Lord
Wellesley criticised the defective and haphazard
fashion of selecting and training Indian officials
hitherto pursued. Brought out from' England
before good habits were formed, the boys who
joined the Indian Civil Service were apt to plunge
into extravagance and debauchery through the
absence of any provision for guiding their steps on